
P ackaging sustainability has 
become an overdiscussed 
topic in recent times. Vale-

ria Bucchetti, Professor of Industrial 
Design at the Polytechnic University 
of Milan, defines “truly sustainable 
packaging” a solution that can re-
duce waste in terms of content and 
material. Therefore, if we talk about 
food, and in particular fruit and veg-
etables, sustainable packaging is 
not only the packaging that reduces 
its impact on the environment, but 
it’s also the packaging that reduces 
waste from the production plant to 
retail store shelves, up to the con-
sumer’s table. The challenge, there-
fore, is to develop a type of solu-
tion that keeps fruit and vegetables 
fresher longer, increasing their shelf 
life and reducing the percentage of 
waste.

Active packaging! in Bestack cor-
rugated cardboard is the packaging 
solution designed to meet this need. 
It is an innovative product that the 
Consortium has patented in collabo-
ration with the University of Bologna. 
This latest generation of corrugated 
cardboard packaging is pre-cleaned 
and safer, it preserves fruit and veg-
etable quality for longer, significantly 
reducing waste. Considering the an-
nual consumption of fruit and veg-
etables in Italy (about 8 million tons), 
it is estimated that the use of this 
packaging would reduce the amount 
of garbage we throw away every year 
for a total volume between 700 thou-
sand and 800 thousand tons of fruit 
and vegetables for fresh consump-
tion (i.e. 10% of fruit and vegetables 
purchased by Italians).

An environmentally friendly packag-
ing, literally “active” against food 
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waste, gives the consumer the guar-
antee of hygiene and healthiness of 
the product - essential for human 
health now more than ever. 2020 
will be remembered in history as the 
year of the global health emergency. 
The spread of Covid-19 has set sev-
eral top priorities, including food 
safety, hygiene of products and pro-
cesses, and product safety, includ-
ing the possibility of avoiding touch-
ing things when we buy them. In the 
last three months, each of us has 
reduced and standardized our food 
shopping opportunities by wearing 
gloves and masks. Some of us has 
even started leaving our shopping 
on the balcony and sanitising the 
products before taking them into the 
house. Food safety is deeply affect-
ing our daily life, it has revolutionised 
our routine and pushed us to make 
significant changes in the way we 
shop, overshadowing the price fac-
tor.
Up to a few months ago, the debate 
was about environmental issues that 
had an impact on the community, 
such as the reduction of over-pack-
aging and the choice of compostable 
and renewable materials - issues re-
lated to the supply chain, therefore, 

in favour of the reduction of packag-
ing materials. However, now the situ-
ation seems to be changed again. 
Consumption choices are now dic-
tated by the emergency that directly 
affects our daily lives. When we buy 
things for personal necessity and ur-
gency, the price factor becomes sec-
ondary. Proof of this is that in recent 
months the consumption of pack-
aged fruit and vegetables has grown 

by over 20%. It doesn’t matter if in 
the first quarter of 2020 the consum-
er price differential between pack-
aged and bulk fruit and vegetables 
was on average 29.3%, according 
to GFK data processed by CSO Italy. 
This happens because the packaged 
product guarantees greater safety in 
the consumer’s perception.

“This is why today our research 
should focus on food safety, better 
human health conditions, and hy-
giene of products and processes” - 
says Claudio Dall’Agata, director of 
Bestack. “The corrugated cardboard 
sector has already been working on 
these matters for a long time and 
has already reached high safety lev-
els, thanks to the inhospitable na-
ture of this material for bacteria and 
viruses. Also, Active Packaging tech-
nology can preventively eliminate the 
microbial populations on the mate-
rial. Now we need to keep working on 
improving the process,” concludes 
Dall’Agata. “If we can do this, we can 
inform the customers and they will 
be able to recognise the benefit in 
economic terms.”   
  
www.bestack.com 
www.imballaggioattivo.it

PROCESSING AND PACKAGING

WAITING 
FOR INTERPACK

CONSORZIO BESTACK FP 2-2020.indd   3 11/06/20   15:00


